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THE YOICE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT RENEWAL MINISTRIES IN AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCHES

“That times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord.” ACTS 319

Spring

Reaching our pluralistic society for the kingdom of God

Evangelizing skeptics, neo-pagans, those adopting the New Spirituality
is the theme of 31st National Holy Spirit Conference, July 9-16, 2005

To the skeptic, “There is no God.” To those into the New Spirituality, Jesus is an “elevated
Master” and “God” is “a state of higher consciousness” in us. To others, a “politically
correct” Jesus is “more relevant” for today, a human teacher who preaches tolerance. To
the neo-pagan, it is not God but the goddess and Mother Earth who are worshipped. In our
culture today there are many gods and no absolutes. Everything is relative. All of which
leads to confusion. “God does not exist”... “There are many paths to God”... “Maybe we're
all god to some degree.” Where there is no sin, no right or wrong, no heaven or hell, how do
we lead them to the real Jesus, through dialogue and a demonstration of the Spirit’s power?

Two noted Christian apologists
—a pastor and author, and a recog-
nized authority on the New Spiritual-
ity—will be featured speakers at the
31st National Holy Spirit Renewal
Conference, JTuly 9-16, 2005, Amer-
ican Baptist Assembly, Green Lake,
Wis., on the theme “Reaching Our
Pluralistic Society for the Kingdom
of God.” It is sponsored by the Holy
Spirit Renewal Ministries.

Dr. Gregory Boyd, senior pas-
tor of Woodland Hills Church, St
Paul, Minn., a church of 5,000, has

been defending the Christian faith in
dialogues with university students
around the world for many vears.
He also led his own father, a former
agnostic, to the Lord through a series of letters in which he
answered his father’s questions about the nature of God, the
Bible, why evil exists. Thirty letters between them over a
three-year period have been compiled into the award-win-
ning book, Letters From A Skeptic (Chariot Victor, 1996).

“There is no dichotomy between God’s power and God’s
love,” Dr. Boyd says. “God's love for us is infinitely radical
because God loves us despite the fact that He is infinitely
greater than are we, His creation. Jesus is the perfect image
of God, and Jesus loved people outrageously. That's what
drew sinners and outcasts to Him,” he writes in Repenting
of Religion (Baker Books, 2004). “But this love in no way
implies moral relativism.”

Dr. Gregory A. Boyd
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Dr. Donna F.G. Hailson,
professor of evangelism and
renewal, Eastern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, is a recog-
nized authority on the rise of
neo-paganism, new religions,
and revival of goddess worship,
Her life and ministry have been
profiled in publications, on radio
and television. including a Billy
Graham Crusade telecast. She co-
authored The Goddess Revival
(Baker, 1993), which received
Christianity Today's Book of the
Year Award.

“The resurgence of modern
paganism,” she points out, “in-
cludes the feminist worship of
the goddess, new religions based on the visions of science-
fiction writers, and the lure of ancient symbols and myths.”
She calls the NewSpirituality “cafeteria religion”—choosing
concepts from a variety of religions to develop one’s own.

A prominent speaker and writer who has been exposing
the dangers of radical spiritual feminist theology within
mainline denominations (the Re-Imagining Conferences),
Dr. Hailson is now working on a project for the International
Bible Society, a special edition of the New Testament di-
rected to young adults, 18 to 34, caught up in the New Spir-
ituality (working title, “Spirit of the Age Bible™). She is ex-
amining ancient worldviews and revealing their links to
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