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“That times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord.” ACTS 3:19
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Touch-points to transform today’s culture through Jesus

Discern bridges that will provide springboard to introduce the Gospel
Speakers at 31st National Holy Spirit Conference tell 400 at Green Lake

Dr. Donna Hailson: Pop culture shows
spiritual hunger, redemptive analogy

“The Christian website
www. HollywoodJesus.com looks for
redemptive analogies in current
movies, then uses them as a bridge
to present Jesus and the Gospel. Its
success is enormous, It draws one
million visitors each month, a great 4
number of them from the [0/40 '
Window, home to the least evangel- ' f
ized and some of the most restricted { .
nations in the world,” Dr. Domna [y ponna Hailson
F.G. Hailson told the National Holy
Spirit Renewal Conference, Green Lake, Wis."Since
October 1997, when David Bruce launched the site, it
has received more than 800 million hits,

“The field of electronic evangelism is crying out for
missionaries,” said the former professor of evangelism
and church renewal at Eastern Baptist Theological
Seminary. “The site clearly identifies itself as a Christ-
centered exploration of the deeper meaning in themes
found in films, television, music, and pop culture.

“For example, the movie Blow (the harrowing
journey of a drug dealer) and the struggle to find
meaning in life, is a springboard to the book of Ecclesi-
astes. The movie Finding Nemo (the lost is found. the
disobedient son and his loving father) recalls the story of
the prodigal son. The film [, Robot is packed with
spiritual references: Christ-like figures, a cross on a hill,
sacrificing to the point of death, a resurrection sequence.

“Like Jesus and the apostle Paul, we need to find
these familiar points of contact in our culture and use the
physical realm to convey deep spiritual, biblical truths.

“Since pop culture provides a bridge for the Gospel,
we would: be foolish not to use it. But,” she cautioned,
“we must never trivialize the Gospel in the process. We
can’t leave people in the ‘feed-me, entertain-me’ mode.
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Dr. Gregory Boyd: Focus on Jesus
when witnessing to skeptics

Gregory Boyd led his agnostic father to Christ at the age
of 73—a man “exceptionally intelligent, intensely skeptical,
very strong-willed"—after nearly three years and 30 letters
in which he answered the questions and objections his father
raised, those most frequently raised by other nonbelievers.
Out of this came his award-winning book, Leffers From A
Skeptic (Chariot Victor).

“When dialoguing with a skeptic, how we witness .is more
important than what we say,” the senior pastor, Woodland
Hills Church, 5t. Paul, Minn., told the National Holy Spirit
Renewal Conference, Green Lake, Wis "It's more important
to communicate Jesus’ love and respect for the person than it
is to be night or to have all your facts lined up,

“In any discussion, always keep the focus on Jesus, on the
beauty of His love. Your goal is to bring that person into a
relationship with Jesus so that they can experience firsthand
the tullness of life, the peace, and the joy that comes from this
relationship. Don’t get sidetracked. Distinguish between
what 1s essential and what is not, The account of Jesus and
the thief on the cross has all the prerequisites,” Dr. Bovd
said, “Avoid an all-or-nothing approach. Separate the Person
of Jesus and a relationship with him from the doctrine of any
given church, or the actions done ‘in His name.’

“The DNA of Jesus was love, Love is our central com-
mand. Whatever looks like Jesus Christ is the Kingdom of
God. Everything else 15 ‘religion.”

“Ultimately, a person must choose between two alterna-
tives. Either Jesus Christ is historically true—or historically
false. If historically true, then you can lead them step-by-step
to a personal relationship.

“If he believes Jesus is histarically false, then ask whether
the disciples made false claims intentionally (the Iving hvpoth-
esis or conspiracy theory) or whether they were sincerely
wrong (the legend hvpothesis),

“If he believes in the lving hypothesis, ask why would
anyone do that? What's the motive? How would they benefit
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