“That times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord.” ACTS 319
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Demonstrating God’s power to an unbelieving culture
400 at the 30th National Holy Spirit Conference hear how
Effective evangelism, missions must be done in the power of the Spirit

Dr. Denton Lotz: The Holy Spirit is the
key to biblical unity and evangelism

“The Holy Spirit brings unity, and unity is at the heart
of the Gospel, something we’ve forgotten today. One of
the great contributions of the Charismatic movement is the
biblical unity it brings among born-again believers, what
the apostle Paul called, ‘one
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one
God,”” Dr. Denton Lotz, general
secretary, Baptist World Alliance
(Ewa), told the National Holy
Spirit Renewal Conference,
Green Lake, Wis.

“Thirty years ago, the Brazil-
ian Baptist Convention threw out
15 Baptist churches (300 mem-
bers) because they were charis-
matic. These churches formed
their own convention, the Nation-
al Baptists of Brazil. The 15
churches expandzd to 2,000
churches, and the 300 members
multiplied to 200,000 and are
sending out missionaries! Two
years ago, the same leaders thrown out 30 years ago at-
tended the BwA meeting in Brazil, and the entire conven-
tion of charismatic Brazilian Baptists joined Bwa. A Brazil-
1an Baptist, originally from Irag, planted the first Baptist
church in Baghdad with the help of Jordanian Baptists.”

Dr. Lotz warned Baptists,“Don’t try to control the Holy
Spirit. Focusing on Jesus only and excluding the Holy Spirit
results in a form of unitarianism that worships only one
Person of the Trinity. We worship a Triune God and we
need to be Trinitarian in our worship,” he emphasized.

“Unfortunately, throughout Churchhistory, the Church
has tried to control the Holy Spirit. It began with the Council
of Chalcedon when bishops, nervous because people were
prophesying, decreed that only bishops could impart the
Holy Spirit. Yet when Jesus breathed on His disciples to
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David Singh: Signs, wonders, dreams
are spreading Gospel among Hindus

“You may not realize how much the Holy Spirit Renewal
Ministries has impacted India with teachings on the Holy
Spirit that have spread across churches in mainline
denominations,” Rev. David and Nalini Singh, directors of
India Bible Literature International, told the National Holy
Spirit Renewal Conference, Green Lake, Wis. Thirty years
ago, in 1974, Rev. Singh helped plan some of the early
renewal events in his church. The Singhs had come into
the renewal through conferences held by HSRM leaders.

“Today the Spirit of God prepares many Hindus to see
and hear the Spirit’s voice, drawing them to Christ,” he
said. “Even in the most resistant areas, where missionaries
have preached the Gospel for years with no results, Hindus
are now responding in an amazing way. Often the Lord
draws them through dreams and visions, as in the Bible,
and then leads them to Christians to explain the Gospel. A
housemaid dreamt she saw a light in the shape of a cross
coming towards her. The closer it came, the more deeply
she was drawn to it. When her Christian employer explained
the significance of the cross and told her about Jesus, she
accepted Jesus as her Lord and Savior.

“In the state of Punjab, 4,000 house churches have been
established among the Sikhs in the last ten years. Hindus
come up to Christians and ask, “Where is that Book you
read? I want to read it.” Or they say, ‘Give me the Bible. |
want to read about Jesus Christ. Tell me about Jesus.’
That’s the kind of hunger that exists today in India.

“The higher castes are opening up to the Gospel in a
phenomenal way although, traditionally, missionaries have
not focused on them. In a new wave, highly educated,
higher caste people are beginning to seek the Gospel, with
some key Christian leaders emerging from among them.

“By nature, Indians have a spiritual hunger. Deeply
aware of spiritual forces, they do not separate the spiritual
from the secular. The average Hindu knows all about, and
understands, demon possession, and signs and wonders
performed in the power of their 300 million gods,” he said.
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